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Research Agenda 

• Four inter-related research projects in comparative politics (with 

international relevance…) 

• Whose basic aims are to understand  the sources of multi-level 

governance, how multi-level (i.e. Regional and Federal) systems 

influence political behaviour, make public policies and evolve 

over time... 

• To reflect the diversity that exists across their territory in 

citizens’ economic interests and national identity 

 

 



Research Agenda 

• Past Project: 

- Party Competition and Decentralisation 

 

• Current Projects: 

- * Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

- Public Policy in Multi-Level Systems 

- Federalism in Comparative-Historical Analysis 

 



Party Competition and Decentralisation 

• Goal:   

– Explaining the variation in the scope and timing of 

decentralisation across ‘holding together’ federations (e.g. 

Belgium, UK, Spain) 

– Explaining the responses of mainstream political parties 

towards the pressures of regional nationalism 

 

• Research Question:  

- What factors determine the attitudes (i.e. position and 

salience) of political parties towards decentralisation?  

- Under what conditions do parties change their positions? 

 

 

 



Party Competition and Decentralisation 

• Findings: 

– Strong influence of partisan ideology (economic and cultural 

dimensions) on attitudes of parties 

– conditioned by  strategic  context: presence of regionally-

based ethnic groups, regionalist parties, incumbency, 

systemic salience 

 

• Contribution:  

– advancing our knowledge about determinants of parties’ 

attitudes towards issues of ‘governance’  

– and developing a theory about the transfer of power in 

multi-level systems 

 



Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

• Broad interest in how federalism influences political behaviour 

 

• Existing work conducted in subfield of multi-level elections                   

(e.g. Hough and Jeffery 2006)  

– Focuses on territorial distinctiveness of voting behaviour 

–  Relates to literature on nationalisation of the vote (Caramani 

2005) and  organisational adaptation of mainstream parties to 

territorial structures of state (Swenden and Maddens 2009) 



Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

• Goal: to identify how federalism affects a long-standing interest in 

mainstream political science, namely, how economic conditions 

affect vote choice 

 

• Motivation: current economic crisis has elevated the salience of 

economic considerations in voters’ minds. But, regions display 

divergent economic performance 

 

• Research Question: How do (territorial) institutional arrangements 

influence the relationship between economic conditions and vote 

choice? 

 



Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

• Existing Literature  

– Federalism attenuates economic voting at national level, i.e. 

mitigates the extent to which national economic conditions 

affect decision of voters to reward/punish the incumbent party 

in federal government (Anderson 2006) 

 

• Limitations: 

– Does not take into consideration how economic voting differs 

between national and regional elections 

– Does not consider how regional-level factors shape economic 

voting in national and regional elections 

 



Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

• Dependent Variable: 

– Reward/punish of incumbents in regional government (RG) 

and central government (CG) 

– Adopting region as level of analysis for obtaining data on 

electoral behaviour both in regional and federal elections 

 

• Independent variable:  

– objective economic conditions in regions and in the country  

– Baseline hypothesis is that voters will reward/punish RG and 

CG incumbents based on positive/negative economic 

conditions in region 



Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

• Intervening Variable: 

– Vertical Clarity of Responsibility (CoR) between CG and RG 

– If CoR is high, a high divergence in economic conditions will 

result in high differences in support for RG and CG incumbents 

 

• Regional-level factors:  

– Presence of distinct regional  based ethnic groups (RBEG) 

– If they are present, relationship between divergent economic 

conditions and support for RG and CG incumbents is weaker 

 

– Quality of Government (QoG) between RG and CG (in EU...)  

– If the is difference is important, relationship between 

divergent economic conditions and support for RG and CG 

incumbents is weak 

 

 

 



Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

• Empirical Analysis:   

• Regional and national elections in four countries in North America 

and Western Europe 

 

RBEG 

No Yes 

 
 

CoR 

Weak Germany Spain 

Strong USA Canada 



Economic Voting in Multi-Level Systems 

 Contribution: 

- Advancing knowledge about the institutional and social factors 

that influence economic voting 

- And about the extent to which voters assign responsibility to 

RG and CG and can hold each level accountable 

 

 Future Work: 

- Analysing regional-level individual surveys to identify 

subjective evaluation of economic conditions 

- Either from national election studies (Canada, Germany, 

Spain) or from (comparable) regional-level surveys (MEDW) 

 

 



Public Policies in Multi-Level Systems 
 

• Motivation:  

- regional governments are empowered to make decision in 

policy areas that affect wellbeing of citizens (e.g. taxation, 

economic development, education, health) 

- Background: 

- Does politics matter? Political determinants of macro-

economic outcomes (e.g. Sachs and Roubini 1989); partisan 

determinants of public policy (e.g.Schmidt 1996; Boix 1998) 

 

• Research questions: 

– What structural, institutional and political factors influence 

the decisions of regional governments make across different 

policy areas? 

 

 



Public Policies in Multi-Level Systems 
 

• Output: 

- “Policy Convergence and Divergence between Spanish 

Autonomous Communities in Times of Crisis” (with 

M.Kolling) in Territory, Politics and Governance 

- Two Policy Sectors: Fiscal (expenditure retrenchment, debt 

ceilings, new taxes); Welfare (education, health, economy) 

 

• Contribution:  

– advancing knowledge of the determinants of policy 

divergence and convergence within multi-level systems 

– Comparing experience of regions in states to member-states 

in the EU 

 


